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also is in evidence cannot be explained by such general
factors. This specialization requires us, at the very
least, to conclude to the existence of specialized capa-
cities. The only question that could possibly be raised
is as to whether these capacities are anything more than
mechanisms. It might perhaps be the case that general
factors, such as curiosity, furnished all the drive, but
that this drive had most result where it found good
mechanisms. According to such a view, the industry
displayed by a certain child in number work would be
derived from curiosity, self-assertion, or other general
motives that were aroused, his success being due to his
possession of extra good mechanisms for dealing with
numbers; while the industry of another child in music
would be due to the general motives of self-assertion,
constructiveness, etc., and the special direction taken
by the resulting activity in this child would be due to
good mechanisms for appreciating and performing
music. Can any objection be raised to this way of con-
ceiving the matter?

Well, there is one fact still unaccounted for, and that
is the absorption of the child in the subject-matter for
which he has a special gift. This state of absorption,
whether in the child or in the adult, is worthy of our
attention in connection with the matter of drive; for it
certainly appears that the person who is absorbed in his
task is being carried along by the interest of that par-
ticular task. Absorption means that attention is wholly
directed upon the matter in hand, and that it continues
so directed. On the face of it, certainly, there is no
outside motive carrying the activity along. Where
outside motives are necessary, we cannot speak of